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Let Us Return To 
The Essential W ork 
Of The Chureh 


“It is my deep desire that this matter of organic union 
be so decisively defeated that we will not have to con- 
| tend with it again for years to come and can center our 
| energies upon the missionary, evangelistic, stewardship 
and educational program of our Church.” 


The above quotation is from a letter from one of the most prominent 
and successful ministers of our church, a letter received just as this 


issue goes to press. This particular minister has never before associated 
himself with the activities of this Journal. 
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EDITORIALS 


Secret Formula ’55 


The World Wars brought many fears to folk 
of many lands when headlines blared news of 
some secret formula promising victory swift and 
sure to its possessors. Long, long ago there was 
indeed a secret formula of astounding potency, 
held by one people, committed only to them. 


One of the most peculiar quirks of human nature 
in all the recorded annals of mankind is shown 
in the fact that whereas, whenever and as long 
as, this secret formula was followed, the people, 
and even the individuals thereof, were invincible, 
they yet cast it aside for other plans, policies, pro- 
cedures, nostrums, - and lost! - fearfully, fatally, 
inevitably, and in the ultimate, irrecoverably, lost! 
And the only human explanation is: human nature. 
People are like that. Moreover we face the ironic 
fact that we ourselves are not very different! 


Nowhere in Sacred Writ is statement made 
that Israel failed because of the power of its 
enemies. Rather the opposite is what we find— 
that it was because of sin on their part, the failure 
to follow the formula, that the enemy of the people 
of God triumphed. Beginning in general with 
Abraham, but coming into bold prominence, with 
express declaration and emphatic reiteration, in 
the days of Moses and Joshua, we find a most 
unique and phenomenal record. Take for example, 
the word to Joshua, in Chapter 1: “There shall 
not any man be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life . . . Only be thou strong and very 
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do ac- 
cording to all the law . Turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
prosper whithersoever thou goest This book 
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth. . 
do according to all that is written therein; for 
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then shalt thou make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success .. .” 


Take note now of the invincible march of Israel 
under Joshua’s command. Divide and conquer did 
not originate with the man Hitler! According to 
the record, those instances where Palestinian parts 
were not overcome by Israel, were cases where 
the secret formula was not used! Note Ai,-and dis- 
may and rout. Look at Gibeon,-and failure. Israel 
disobedient, was Israel rejecting the formula,-and 
defeated. 


At the end of his life Joshua repeated the 
formula to the people, charging them that only by 
following it, would they have further success, 
which they did during the days of the elders that 
overlived Joshua. But thereafter they threw out 
the secret formula: and it is then that we note 
the fateful change. 


Yet even later, during the stormy days of the 
Judges, with alternate glory and gloom, the for- 
tunes of the people were according as they treated 
the formula as a scrap of paper or honored it in 
use. On through the record we may go, to find 
repeated stress on the invincible nature of the 
nation’s progress, when they stuck to the formula. 
It is boiled down to its lowest compass in the end 
of Ecclesiastes: “Fear God and keep His com- 
mandments; for this is the whole duty of man.” 


We read such statements as: “The Lord our 
God is with us to help us and to fight our battles” ; 
“There is no restraint to the Lord to save by many 
or by few.” The triumphant march of Israel’s 
feet resound along the pages of history, when the 
secret formula was used. Think of Samuel! Look 
at Elijah and Elisha! Turn to Hebrews 11, to 
read and to recall the record of the glorious deeds 
done by those who did the impossible, employing 
the infallible formula. The accomplishments were 
simply astounding! ‘They used the key to success, 
the one and sure prescription. Nothing could stop 
them! 
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Take now America, called the second Israel of 
God. QOur early fathers leaned heavily on God 
and were true to His Word. They too had the 
secret formula, handed down by the faithful. They 
conquered the wild; they laid wise foundations; 
they handed on a notable achievement—along with 
the formula. Their sons have spurned it, and to 
their lasting shame and loss. But the formula is as 
potent now as it was in Israel’s day. And thou- 
sands know the triumph, spiritual and even phys- 
ical, as men hold to God and to the historic Faith, 
the Book, the Day, the Church. Still the formula 
employed, brings blessing and victory to all who 
go forward in the name, and for the glory, of the 
Lord God of Hosts. 


Strange indeed it seems to us, and all but un- 
believable, that such a formula, guaranteed of God 
Himself, should repeatedly have been cast away, 
and always to the sorrow and loss, suffering and 
woe, of those who possessed the one and only secret 
formula that has never failed when used! Shall 
1955 be but “the past entered in by another gate?” 
If so, then we and all Christians who have fallen 
heir to this one and only specific, shall simply and 
sadly repeat the sorrowful tale of the former years. 
Irony of ironies; tragedy above all tragedy! Chris- 
tian nations and Christian individuals have the sole 
key to every problem, the one formula for unfailing 
victory—and will not use it! —R. F. G. 





Decision Is Near 


As the vote on union comes near in the various 
Presbyteries all of us should be praying as never 
before that out of this controversy God will yet 
bring a blessing. 


The feelings engendered, both pro and con, are 
so deep that, to the writer, it would seem utter 
folly to try to push union through at this time. 


The rising and outspoken tide of voices against 
the Plan itself is another warning which should 
not go unheeded. Dr. Vernon Broyles’ reasoned 
opposition which appeared in last week’s issue of 
the Journal is a case in point. 


If union is ever to transpire—and prove a suc- 
cess and a blessing—it will have to come after 
the rank and file of the church membership have 
been convinced that it is a wise move. 





It is abundantly evident that at the present time 
the people in the pews are prepared to respond 
more vigorously to the support of our present 
separate and autonomous church organization. If 
they find themselves voted into a much larger 


organization, under the conditions laid down in 





the present Plan of union, a revolt is inevitable. 


It is our hope that the Plan of union will be 
voted down by a substantial vote and that both 
sides will then agree to unite within our own 
church and vigorously push forward in the work 
God has given us to do. L. N. B. 





Revelation or Witness? 


Certain Athenians of the Apostle Paul’s ac- 
quaintance were not the only folk who hanker 
after hearing and telling some new thing! Especially 
is this true regarding religion; but let it be added 
that one can by no means be sure that the things 
thus heard and told are new. 


It is quite the fad in these days to bandy about 
the notion that “God has made Himself known 
not primarily in ideas but in events.” (Dr. G. E. 
Wright, McCormick Seminary, ‘““The Challenge 
of Israel’s Faith, p.101). Witness also (Prof. 
B. W. Anderson, Colgate-Rochester Seminary, 
“Rediscovering the Bible,” Ch. 1.): “God’s word 
is the medium of communication . . . His revelation 
is given in the events of which the Bible is the 
record and witness.” Again, we have (Dr. H. S. 
Coffin, in symposium entitled “Liberal Christian- 
ity”) the suggestion that the Bible is the “record 
of revelation.” And from the recent Laymen’s 
Convention: ‘We have faith in the Bible because 
it is a witness to God’s activity on our behalf.” 
(This has truth in it, but “Because it is the Word 
of God” would have been less likely to be mis- 
understood!). In the issue of July 15, 1932, a 
pamplet by the Division of Religious Education 
of a Presbyterian Church, noted this: “Whereas 
the fundamentalists have regarded the Bible as a 
book of authoritative doctrines and rules for living, 
the scholarship of the last fifty years has stressed 
the fact that God has revealed Himself primarily 
in historical events.” And lastly, in the Christian 
Observer Sunday school lesson comments, issue Dec. 
22, 1954, we read: “Its (Bible’s) purpose being 
to witness to Jesus Christ, and lead to faith in 
God through Him the record of that revela- 
tion has been recorded by the inspired writers 
of Scripture.” (This does not condemn the 
author: there is much that is clear and sound, in 
which all rejoice). 


Doubtless Dr. Karl Barth has been responsible 
largely for this latter-day beating around the bush. 
Repeatedly in his writings we run upon the notion 
that the “Bible is the testimony to the Word of 
God.” We may be pardoned for the simple query: 
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Then where IS the Word of God? (We hurry 
on, here). Or again, from the neo-orthodox (the 
Barthians, in general) enthusiasts comes the stress 
on the idea that the Bible “points to the revela- 
tion.” And again we ask: Where then might 
that revelation be? Witness is good and pointers 
fine: we want Revelation. 


Come now once more these Athenian-minded folk 
to parrot the gem that it is in the ACTS that 
God performs, that revelation is found. And once 
more we must inquire: Does this mean the rejec- 
tion of the WORDS of the Book? But if one 
rejects the WORDS of the Book as true revelation, 
how does one assuredly know that the record of 
the ACTS (those recorded ONLY in the Bible, 
let us say) is true revelation —or either true or 
revelation? For even the acts are recorded by 
words! Are the ACTS any more trustworthy 
in their verbal (!) record than are the other 
words? Is statement regarding God any less factual 
than presentation of the deeds of God? What of 
the orations of Moses (for those who still believe 
them his!), and the preaching of the prophets, 
and the discourses of our Lord? Is there no 
revelation here? Of course; and here the Athenian 
contradicts himself, showing the fatuity of the 
“new” thing. To get back, may a man not with equal 
propriety and with equally valid substantiation, 
hold that if the Book be not true revelation itself, 
whether in acts or words, i.e., in both of them, 
then there is, and can be, no assured, credible 
revelation of any dependable character in either? 


We are asked to believe that a division is to be 
made between the words and the events, in such 
manner as to decry the former under the delusion 
that something can be discovered in the latter 
which is not to be found in the former. We make 
rejoinder and state that it is no more unreasonable 
nor illogical to maintain the opposite, viz., that 
the events occasion the words, the latter being the 
only true revelation, and the former being merely 
a record of historical deeds, the background and 
foundation for the words. An illustration: If the 
Bible contained presentation of the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ simply as an event, with no 
words of explanation attached either before or 
after, even though such event was catastrophic, 
nay unparalleled, then neither the death nor the 
record of the event would have been of any saving 
value to mankind! Indeed, we may say with perfect 
truth, that His death, as a detached event only, 
could not be a revelation of God at all! It would 
rather be the direct opposite! And much the 
same may be remarked about other events in the 
Bible. It is only when words, as vital components 
of the Book, come in connection with the events, 
and even also as presenting the very events, that 
there is revelation. 


Maybe we do not understand these modern men 
of Athens. If they are saying that the supernatural 
revelation of God is historically conditioned, dif- 
fering from all other so-called revelations, par- 
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ticularly in that at its base and throughout its 
record, there are concise specifications of time and 
place, of eventful character,—then that is one 
thing, a true statement, with which we heartily 
agree. However, we doubt that that is what is 
meant in the battledore and shuttle-cock. Cer- 
tainly we cannot agree with Professor Anderson, 
in the above connection, when he adds: “This does 
not mean that the Bible contains the literal word 
of God.” (A Barthian can digest this: for the 
unsophisticated believer, here the truth comes out!) 


So we shall have to conclude on the basis of 
common sense and simple acceptance of Scripture 
at face value, that the talk about events as being 
the all of revelation, and by inference, the words 
of the Bible as being unreliable, or uninspired, 
or untrue, is just so much palaver. The Bible, for 
all of its depth, is a plain book for plain and 
needy men. If the supposedly subtle distinctions 
mean anything, they mean a lowered appraisal of 
the Book and afford another invitation to all 
who read the Athenian niceties, to reject all reva- 
lation. For ourselves, to put it bluntly, we would 
feel much more comfortable if men, agreeing with 
the Apostle Paul, rather than with his intellectual 
opponents, would simply take the Bible as “the 
Word of God,” which indeed our creed lays down 
as the fact in the case. 

And by way of a parting shot, which we can 
hardly resist, we conclude that in our private opin- 
ion, publicly expressed, Barth got this notion from 
Kierkegaard; and Kierkegaard got it from Her- 
mann; and Hermann got it from Ritschl; and 
Ritschl,—to make matters short, got it from the 


Devil. —R.F.G. 
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The Law of God 
Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


A certain denomination, of which I am not a 
member, sponsored a Christmas service in which 
part of the worship was (what word shall | use?) 
performed by a troupe of ballet dancers. When 
I remarked, upon being pressed for an opinion, 
that ballet was a bit incongruous with divine wor- 
ship, one of their ministers replied that any exer- 
cise that stimulates love of humanity is appropriate 
in church. Then | tried to tell him of the Puritan 
principle and of the law of God from which we 
should not turn aside, either to the right hand or 
to the left. And, since this minister expatiated on 
love versus law, I quoted “if ye love me, keep my 
commandments.’ But he concluded the conversa- 
tion, politely enough, by saying that my viewpoint 
appeared legalistic to him. 


The extreme modernists who introduce dancing into 
the worship service have strange allies in some 
fundamentalists who also reject the law of God. 
With all their insistence on the infallibility of the 
Scripture and on the necessity of Christ’s death 
on the cross for our redemption—may God bless 
them abundantly, they are really Christians—this 
segment of fundamentalism denies that the Ten 
Commandments are binding in this age of the 
world’s history. We are not under law but under 
grace, they say; we are free from the law and need 
pay no attention to it. To do so would be legalism. 


Now, the three chapters of Romans where our 
freedom from the law of sin and death is most 
emphasized are far from disparaging the law. In 
addition to the strong insistence on the necessity 
of a righteous life (Rom. 6:2, 6, 12, 15; 8:1, 4. 
13), Paul asserts that the law is holy and good 
(Rom. 7:12), spiritual (7:14), a delight to the 
godly man (7:22), and the rule of service (7:25). 
In most cases where the English translation speaks 
of being free from the law, the Greek more ac- 
curately says justified from the law. That is, we 
are free from the penalty of the law. It does not 
mean that we are free to disobey God’s commands. 


This is not legalism. Legalism, or justification 
by works, is the unscriptural teaching that man 
can merit heaven by his own efforts. And it is 
very strange that modernists, who have rejected 
the gracious sacrifice of Christ, should accuse any- 
one of being legalistic. But the meanings of words 
often get twisted these days, both in religion and 
in politics. 


In opposition to legalism the Scriptures base our 
redemption solely on the merits of Christ. Yet, 
as we are redeemed from sin, as we come to Christ 
in repentance, as we are born to newness of life, 
we are under the same obligation to keep his laws. 
“If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 


The Confession of Faith sums up the whole 
matter very succinctly. After distinguishing the 
JANUARY 
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moral law from the ritual and the national laws, 
it says, (sections v, vi), 


“The moral law doth forever bind all, as well 
justified persons as others, to the obedience thereof ; 
and that not only in regard of the matter contained 
in it, but also in respect of the authority of God, 
the Creator, who gave it. Neither doth Christ in 
the gospel any way dissolve, but much strengthen 
this obligation. 


“Although true believers be not under the law 
as a covenant of works, to be thereby justified or 
condemned ; yet is it of great use to them, as well 
as to others; in that, as a rule of life, informing 
them of the will of God and their duty, it directs 
and binds them to walk accordingly; discovering 
also the sinful pollutions of their nature, hearts, 
and lives; so as, examining themselves thereby, 
they may come to further conviction of, humilia- 
tion for, and hatred against sin; together with a 
clearer sight of the need they have of Christ and 
the perfection of his obedience.” 





LIQUOR 


SECRETARY DANIELS’ OWN STORY 
OF WHY HE MADE THE NAVY DRY 


Soon after Josephus Daniels became Secretary 
of the Navy during World War I, a father came 
to his office to plead for the restoration of his 
son who had been dismissed from the Navy for 
being drunk and making a shameful public exhibi- 
tion of himself. A court-martial had recommended 
the dismissal of this young officer. 


This is Secretary Daniels’ own story, to quote: 


“When I made it plain that the young man 
must inevitably pay the penalty, this gentleman 
protested earnestly and with much feeling against 
what he insisted was the injustice his son had re- 
ceived at the hands of the Navy.” 


‘“*Now that he is the product of your system,’ 
said my visitor, ‘you have turned him out in dis- 
grace.’ He then went on to tell me the following 
story of the young man’s life. 


‘I am a Friend, a Quaker. I never even had 
so much as a glass of wine in my home, and when 
the boy left for Annapolis to enter the Naval 
Academy he did not know what the taste of liquor 
was like. 

““T gave him to the American Navy, pure- 
hearted, unsullied, believing absolutely in the old- 
fashioned ideas in which he had been reared. In 
the seven years you have had him in the Navy 
you gave him the wrong ideas about drinking. 
You taught him that it was all right for a gentle- 
man to have his toddy. You legalized the wine 
mess. You had a code that made a youth feel that 
he was narrow-minded if he turned down his glass 
at the table; but now that my boy has been ruined 
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by you and your system, the Navy kicks him out, 
and puts a stigma on him.’ 


“When he went out I could not throw off a 
stinging sense of justice in his accusation. All day 
it haunted me that in the discharge of my. official 
duty I had been compelled to approve a decree 
for which a Navy practice was largely responsible. 


“For days I was oppressed by the thought that 
every young man in the Navy, many coming from 
homes like that described by my Quaker visitor, 
was subject to similar temptation. If I had not 
issued the order I could not have rested with a 
clear conscience. 


‘The order was hailed with so much satisfaction 
by the fathers and mothers of this country that 
my mail was doubled and trebled for a month or 
two. It was issued to safeguard the young men 
who were coming into the service. The public 
well understood that that was the reason, and 
heartily approved of it.” 


ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 

Lesson No. 90 
METHOD - 2 - Angling 
(From Page xiii Testament For Fishers Of Men) 

Successful angling is inducing the fish to swallow 
the hook. As a “fisher of men” it is your business 
so to present Christ’s claims and the sinner’s need 
that one will be moved to accept Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour, and to enter at once upon the program 
of a Christian. 





The excuses (or failure to respond) which men 
give for not doing this indicate the best passages 
of Scripture to use in talking to them. 


Do not argue. “If you permit yourself to be 
drawn into an argument, you will likely lose the 
business” is a maxim of salesmanship. If you win 
the point of argument, you irritate your prospect; 
if he wins the point your case is lost. —The woman 
of Samaria tried to sidetrack the Master Fisherman 
in an argument as to the relative merits of Mt. 
Moriah and Mt. Gerizim (John 4:19-24), but 
He brought her back to the point of the main 
issue - and won her. 


Simply, quietly, confidently, accurately give 
your quarry the Word. That is, tell what God 
No need to go behind that—nor beside nor 
around it. Do not allow the discussion to shift 
to some other premise. If it does, shift it back. 
Answer all with God’s Word. You recognize no 
higher, no earlier, no later authority. 


says. 


For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.”” (Heb. 4:12). 
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Helps to Understanding 
Scripture Reading 
in Day by Day 

By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sun., Jan. 23, Philippians 2:12-18. 

Paul is in jail—on trial for his life. What is 
his chief concern, his own situation or the faith 
of his readers? Is Paul discouraged or despondent 
(vv.17,18) ? What instructions does he leave his 
readers (vv.12,14,18)? What purpose doés Paul 
desire to accomplish in the lives of his readers 
through these instructions (v.15)? What attitude 
does Paul manifest toward his readers in vv.12,17? 
Do I show these same qualities of love and re- 
joicing in times of adversity? 

Mon., Jan. 24, Psalm 37 :5-9. 

Have you ever been troubled because some 
wrongdoer has prospered at your expense? That 
is the problem the Psalmist is facing. What does 
he say ought not to be done (vv.7,8)? Is this the 
way a person normally feels when he has been 
wronged? What does the Psalmist suggest doing 
(vv.5,7)? Will the Lord act in behalf of those 
who commit their cause to Him (vv.5,6)? What 
happens when God renders His justice (v.9)? Do 
[I worry about the temporary prosperity of my 
adversaries, or do | rest my cause with God? 


Tues., Jan. 25, Philippians 3 :4-11. 

List the attainments Paul could boast of if he 
desired (vv.4-6). He is saying, in effect, that 
before his conversion he lived up to the highest 
moral standards possible. How do his good works 
compare with the experience of knowing Christ 
(v.7)? How does v.8 amplify how Paul feels 
in v.7? Notice the intensity of Paul’s desire to 
know Christ (vv.8,10). What righteousness did 
Pau! surrender and what righteousness has he put 
on as a Christian (v.9)? When a person becomes 
a Christian, he gives up any hope of saving him- 
self by his own good works and throws himself on 
the merits of Christ. Has pride in my goodness 
choked out my desire to know Christ? 


Wed., Jan. 26, I John 4:7-12. 
Make a list of everything that is said about God 
in this passage. What definition of God do you 


find in v.8? How has God demonstrated His 
love for us (vv.9-10)? Is it possible to see God 
(v.12)? Is it possible to know Him (vv. 7-8)? 


Is it possible for Him to dwell in our hearts 
(vv.7-12)? Does verse 9 indicate that God de- 
sires fellowship with us? Does man, without 
Christ, desire fellowship with God (v. 10)? Have 
I realized how deeply God longs for my fellow- 
ship? He sent His Son to die for my sins. To 
what depths, then, should I love my fellow- 
Christians (v.11)? 
Thurs., Jan. 27, I Corinthians 1 :26-31. 

A person must choose to accept Jesus Christ in 
order to be converted. Yet in these verses what 
part does God play in turning a man to Christ 
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(vv.26-28) ? Does God seem to have the say-so 
about who belongs to Him? How are God’s ways 
contrasted to the ways of the world (vv.26-28) ? 
How do those whom He calls illustrate this dif- 
ference (vv.26-28)? For what purpose is this 
contrast (v.29)? How dependent is the Christian 
upon God for his spiritual life (v.30)? In the 
light of the truths of vv.27-28 and v. 30 how 
should we feel toward God (v.31)? Am I aware 
of how dependent | am upon God for my salva- 
tion? for my spiritual life? Do I praise Him for 
His personal interest in me? 


Fri., Jan. 28, Romans 8:31-39. 


What is the predominant theme of this passage? 
Notice particularly the extent of the believer's 
security in God? How can the believer be sure 
that God’s resources are sufficient to supply His 
needs in every situation (v.32)? How can the 
Christian know that his sins have been completely 
pardoned and that he will not be prosecuted for 
them (v.34)? List the things that some think 
might separate them from God’s love (vv.35,38,39). 
Are they correct in their thinking (vv.37,39)? 
Think about each “obstacle” listed in vv. 35,38,39. 
Now read v.37 again. Do I thank God for the 
security He gives me? 


Sat., Jan. 29, Matt. 28:16-20. 

Concentrate on the Great Commission. The 
specific command is to go and teach (make disciples 
of) all nations (v.19a). What does the “there- 
fore’ refer to in v.19a? If Jesus did not have 
this power (v.18) could we go? Can any mission- 
ary work be done without Him? In what two ways 
are we to disciple the nations (vv. 19b,20)? Ex- 
actly what is included in what we teach them 
(v.20)? What is the promise of v.20? Christ’s 
command applies to every Christian. In what way 
am I obeying it? Am I staying home when I 
could go? Should I go? 





Memorial To Dr. S. L. Joekel 


(A resolution of the Faculty of the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary.) 

Whereas God in unsearchable providence has 
removed from his earthly labors in our midst, 
Professor Samuel L. Joekel, whose sudden but 
not unexpected death occurred November 12, 1954, 
we the Faculty of Austin Seminary enter in our 
official minutes the following tribute: 


The Seminary mourns the loss not only of a 
devoted friend, loyal, staunch, sympathetic, ready 
always to stand in the breach, and to come up 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty, but 
also a teacher, preacher, pastor, whose phenomenal 
ability in class-room, in pulpit and parish, and on 
lecture platform, shed lustre on the Institution and 
drew double support to it. 


By long association with the Seminary, Dr. Joekel 
had become in truth an integral part of the organi- 
zation. His native ability, combined with a wide 


JANUARY 12, 1955 


experience and extended service, constituted him 
an invaluable, and all but irreplaceable asset. 

In a day when there is so much and wide-spread 
defection and tolerance of error, he stood firm on 
the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture, holding 
forth the Word of Life, proclaiming the pure and 
complete Gospel. 


In repartee superb, in speech instant, in humor 
non-pareil, faithful to duty, diligent in business, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, he was a 
warrior of keen blade, an ambassador with un- 
diluted message, a theologian of sound doctrine, 
a confrere with warm devotion, a minister of 
saving grace. 

Dr. Joekel carved a niche in the temple of 
memory for a host of people, and in the hall of 
Presbyterian fame, in Assembly, in Synod, in Pres- 
bytery, in Church, and in Seminary, a position 
of perpetuity and of blessing. We glorify God 
in him. 








SUWA SAN 


“Thou Shalt Be Saved... 


and thy house” 
By Rev. Don McCall, Kobe, Japan 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
be saved” is a glorious promise to which millions 
of people have responded from the time of the 
Philippian jailer down to the present. Some have 
seemed to forget that this promise is much broader 
than the salvation of the individual, but not so 
Suwa San, the mission evangelist in the Kobe 
Evangelistic Hall, for “ thou shalt be saved 
and thy house’ has been a promise believed and re- 
ceived in his life. 

From the time of Suwa San’s conversion and 
baptism in 1943 there have been 20 adults and 11 
children to receive Christian baptism in the Suwa 
family. Nor was it because Suwa was reared in 


a Christian home, for it was not until he was made 
a fisher of men that God led his family to salvation 
through his witness. 

In the city of Yokkaichi, religions are plentiful 
among the 40,000 inhabitants. The famous Suwa 
Jinga, where one of Suwa San’s ancestors is “en- 
shrined,” is only one of the evidences of the abund- 
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ance of man-made “gods” to which are paid respect 
and homage. Shintoism and Buddhism have thou- 
sands of adherents among the peoples of that area. 


Suwa was an ardent Buddhist himself—in fact 
he married the daughter of a Buddhist priest. But 
the spiritual hunger of his own life was far from 
satisfied, and his marriage an unhappy one which 
ended in divorce. 


Suwa’s younger sister began to attend the Pres- 
byterian Church and in 1942 became a Christian 
and received baptism before her death in the same 
year. Suwa San was deeply impressed by the Chris- 
tian funeral, and the memory of his sister’s testi- 
mony led him to seek the answer to his problems 
in Christ, and he began to attend church and read 
the Bible. Although he did not understand well 
at first, he was encouraged and led by Pastor Fujii. 
He contracted T.B. and was forced to rest for 
several months. Then, after his recovery in April 
1943, Suwa San committed his heart and life to 
Christ, and received Christian baptism. His father 
joined him, and the promise of God, “... thou .. 
and thy house” was at work. 


Suwa accepted his task as a witness for Christ 
gladly, and even though it is often difficult to 
witness to those nearest at hand, he found that 
the close contacts of a household offered him op- 
portunities to share the treasures of God's grace 
with those in his home. His younger brother was 
next to “say yes to Christ.” This same brother is 
the pastor of the Yokkaichi Church today. 


In December 1943 Suwa was called to the army 
where he served until the end of the war in 1945. 
He returned to Yokkaichi to his home to find Pastor 
Fujii now living with his family because of the 
death of his two children and the destruction of 
the church and manse during the war. 


In the years of hardship following the war, Suwa 
never forgot that Christ had called him as a wit- 
ness. He prayed for his mother to know the 
Saviour, but at first she was hardened to the mes- 
sage. When she was stricken with cancer, Suwa 
San continued to witness to her and at the same 
time he visited his relatives and told them of the 
Son of God who is mighty to save. In 1947 his 
mother was remarkably cured, and soon after be- 
came a member of the household of faith. Her 
daughter professed her faith in Christ at the same 
time. 


In the meanwhile a second younger brother had 
returned from the war and attended church services 
a few times with Suwa San. He came to faith in 
a meeting in Kobe led by Pastor Okada, the presi- 
dent of the seminary. 


Soon after this, Suwa San’s two brothers entered 
the theological seminary in Kobe to train for the 
Gospel ministry. He joined them in the spring of 
1951. ‘Today each is a minister of the Gospel in 
the Reformed Church of Japan. 
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From cousins and other family members came 
frequent requests to Suwa San to counsel them in 
their quarrels and family problems and to help 
them in times of sickness and distress. This opened 
up the way to read God’s Word and pray with 
them. One by one their hearts were drawn to the 
Son of God. 


Today in the Suwa household there are twenty 
adults who have come to know Christ. This is 
God’s work through a man who has believed His 
promise, . thou shalt be saved and thy house,” 
and-has taken the command, “. ye shall be my 
witnesses” seriously. 


Women’s Work 


The New Year 

[ am the New Year, and I come to you pure and 

unstained, 

Fresh from the hand of God. 

Each day a precious pearl to you is given 
That you must string upon the silver thread of Life. 
Once strung, can never be unthreaded, but stays 
An undying record of your faith and skill. 
I give to you, free and unstinted, twelve glorious 

months of soothing rain, and sunshine golden; 
The days for work and rest, the nights for peaceful 

slumber. 
All that I have I give with love unspoken; 
All that I ask - you keep the faith unbroken. 

—J. D. Templeton. 











New 1955 Leaflets—from 


Board of Women’s Work 


A Guide to Reading the New Testament in a 
year - the suggestion is made that every woman of 
the Church read the New Testament in 1955, 
noting especially what it teaches about love both 
by precept and example. This simple guide to the 
reading of the New Testament suggests two plans 
of reading, one reading a portion each day, and 
the other reading by units of thought. These plans 
are in the same leaflet which is available, price 
5c. All women are urged to get this leaflet, keep 
it in their Bibles and follow through giving an 
opportunity for the impact of God’s own Word on 
the personal life. 


Seeing Myself As . In this year of personal 
Christian growth, women are challenged to evalu- 
ate their own personal lives in the light of God’s 
Word and Will. This leaflet is designed to help 
the individual look into her life and see it as it 
really is and in the light of God’s Word to set 
some goals for her own development. The covet 


of this leaflet carries the definition of love as 


given in Moffatt’s Translation of 1 Corinthians 13. 

One has testified to the value of committing 
that definition to memory and using it every day 
whole year in the devotional period, re- 
it personally, thinking into its meaning 


for the 
peating 
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and praying for that type of love to become a part 
of her own experience and daily living. ‘This 
leaflet, which we hope will get into the hands of 
every woman, is 2c. Leaders are encouraged to 
secure copies and see that every member has one 
for personal use. 


Together Let’s Do It! - Some things can 
be better done together than by any one alone. 
Together Let’s Do It! gives a few practical 
things which every woman should consider doing 
with her family in her home and community; being 
a good neighbor; opening the home to lonely peo- 
ple, students from other countries ... ; being 
sincere in attitudes toward every one, people who 
are different, strangers ... ; putting prejudice out 
of the mind, and keeping it from ever entering 
the minds of children; working with community 
agencies for more wholesome community life ; work- 
ing today so that tomorrow will be better; growing 
toward mature Christian thinking and action 

Invest 5c for copy for yourself, and many nickels 
for copies to give your friends. 





WHICH WAY OUT? 
THINK your way out. 
DRINK your way out. 


Philosophy says: 
Repeal says: 


Politics say: SPEND your way out. 


The New Deal says: LEGISLATE your way 


out. 


Science says: 


INVENT your way out. 


Industry says: WORK your way out. 


Communism says: STRIKE your way out. 


Militarism says: FIGHT your way out. 


The Bible says: PRAY your way out. 


And Christ says: “I am the Way” out. 


—The Prison Mirror. 


Church News 


THE PRESBYTERY OF FLORIDA will 
convene in adjourned session in the First Presby- 
terian Church of Fort Walton Beach, Fla., Tues- 
day, January 18, 1955, at 9 A.M.-C.S.T. Rev. 
G. M. Pickard is pastor of the church. D. C. 
Young, S.C. ; 


DEFUNIAK SPRINGS. Rev. Wade H. 
Boggs D.D., Moderator of the General Assembly 
of our church will be guest speaker in a mass 
meeting of all the Presbyterian Churches of Wal- 
ton County in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Wednesday, February 9, 1955 at 7 p. m. Rev. 
C. U. Leach is the pastor of the First Church and 
Rev. D. C. Young is minister of the Walton 
County Group. Presbyterians from nearby areas 
are invited to join with us in this service. 
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Knoxville Officer Training 
School A Success 


Elders and Deacons in the Knoxville area now 
feel that they walk “in a great light.” This is due 
to the three period Officer Training Institute held 
December 12 and 13 at the First Presbyterian 
Church, under the inspiring leadership of Prof. C. 
Morton Hanna of Louisville Seminary. 


Sponsored by the Presbyterian Ministerial As- 
sociation of Knoxville, the institute was largely 
planned by Rev. A. E. Dallas of the Fifth Avenue 
Church and Rev. Harold M. Parker, Jr., of the 
Inskip Church. This committee began working in 
October, and secured Dr. Hanna for the institute. 
Then the dates were set. Publicity regarding the 
institute was sent out to all the churches in the 
Knoxville area—from Sweetwater to LaFollette. 
Of the 20 churches in the area, 15 replied they 
were interested. In the meantime articles were 
sent to the Church papers, and through their 
columns many read of the school. Each week an 
article was sent to the two local papers for insertion 
in the Church page. This publicity kept the school 
constantly before everyone. And the publicity paid 
off! 

Because it was the first time such a school had 
been held in the Knoxville area for many years, 
it was mere conjecture as to anticipated results. 
However at the close of the registration there were 
191 who came for the first session, which was held 
on Sunday afternoon at 4:00 o’clock. Of this num- 
ber, 177 remained over for the supper hour which 
was served in the First Presbyterian Church. The 
second session was held on Sunday evening, and 
the third session on Monday evening. Each session 
was 90 minutes long. 


A mimeographed syllabus was prepared and 
placed in the hands of each man attending. Dr. 
Hanna prepared the syllabus, and it was indeed 
a very thoughtfully prepared work. It will serve 
for many years as the foundation for future local 
officers classes in individual churches. 


It is difficult to express the enthusiasm which 
the men caught. Mr. Parker stated that on two 
different men who attended the school 
stopped him on the street the next week to express 
their appreciation for having the institute. “—_ 
shall return to my church not only a better Deacon, 
but also a more consecrated Christian,” was the 
remark of one man. 


occasi ns 


Total men attending was 220. Not all were 
able to be present for the three sessions. Many came 
Monday evening because their friends contacted 
them and told them what they missed. Sixteen 
churches were represented—Jellico, 66 miles away, 
being one of them; and Sweetwater, a like distance 
the other direction, also being present with 7 men. 


Dr. Hanna’s manner of putting himself into the 
material made it an enriching experience for all. 
His varied background—rural pastor, larger parish 
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director, experience as moderator of both Presby- 
tery and Synod, and professor of practical theology 
—qualified him well for his work. 


The only direct cost of the institute to the men 
attending was that of the meal. The cost of the 
institute was apportioned out among the churches 
attending on a per capita basis. For less than 5c 
per member, these congregations now have inspired 
leadership, men with a new vision, leaders who 
have seen a larger challenge. 


This type of an institute is heartily commended 
to all parts of our church. The response in Knox- 
ville is proof that our officers want to know their 
responsibilities, and how those responsibilities can 
best be translated into work that will praise and 
glorify their heavenly Father. 


Thank you for your helping to make this school Geier Prem 
possible. THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
—Harold M. Parker, Jr. Weaverville, N. C. 








Here’s a booklet that may 


answer your problem exactly 





Our annuity gift plan enables many people to secure a safe 
yet attractive income for their declining years, and also to 
leave a substantial gift to help spread the Gospel. 


Upon the gift to our Foreign Mission Work of any sum from 
$100 up, we will agree to pay the donor (or anyone he desig- 
nates) a fixed sum every six months as long as he lives, the 
amount of payment being based on the recipient's age. 


An attractive income is thus guaranteed to the recipient for life, 
unaffected by depressions or other adversities that would 
affect the yield on other investments. None of the gift is used 
for mission work until our lifetime obliga- 

tion has been completed. 


There are other attractive features to be 
found in annuity gifts. Write today for 
a copy of our FREE booklet that gives 
you all the details: "A Guaranteed 
Lifetime Investment with Mutual 
Benefits for Yourself and Others.” 














Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 
NASHVILLE |, TENN. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JANUARY 23 


The Power Of The Holy 


Background Scripture: John 14:25, 26; 
Acts 2:1-4; 3:1; 4:31; Romans 8:26, 27; 
I Corinthians 2:9-16; Galatians 5:22, 23. 
Devotional Reading: Rom. 8 :26-30. 





J. KENTON PARKER 








Spirit 


It is most logical and fitting, in studying about God, to take up in their natural order the three Persons 
of the Godhead; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: and these Three are one God, the same in substance, 
equal in power and glory. Our salvation is all of God; God-planned; God-executed; God-applied. God 
so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son; Christ executed the Plan by coming into the 


world, living His life, and dying for our sins; 
Christ, as we are born again, born of the Spirit. 


This is a most important lesson. We are living 
in the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. Of course, 
He has been in the world all along, and in the 
hearts and lives of believers. The Spirit moved 
upon the face of the waters in the beginning, 
bringing order out of chaos, and God's people 
in the Old Testament had His Spirit, but since 
our Saviour ascended to heaven, the Holy Spirit 
has been very present and very active in the world. 
We shall see more of this as we study our lesson 
for today. 

I. The Holy Spirit is our Great Teacher: 
John 14:25,26. 

One of the Church Fathers put it this way: 
“[ had rather spend ten minutes with the Holy 
Spirit as my teacher, than ten years in the Uni- 
versity of Paris.” Jesus uses the name Comforter 
(Counselor in R.S.V.). He is the One called 
alongside to help. This is one of the names used 
of Christ in the verse from Isaiah; His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, or Won- 
derful Counselor. Truly the Holy Spirit, as well 
as Christ, is a Wonderful Counselor, for He is 
God, Infinite in Wisdom. 


Notice the words used: “He shall teach you 
all things.” These were unlearned and ignorant 
men, in the sense that they had never been to 
regular schools where the “rabbis” were trained. 
They had, however, been under the Greatest of 
Teachers for three years. But their minds seemed 
dull and slow of heart to understand or believe 
what Jesus taught them. He promised them an- 
other Teacher Who would be with them, and told 
them that it would be expedient for them that 
He go away. We see how true this was after 
the Holy Spirit came upon them. There was an 
illumination of mind which made them under- 
stand the Old Testament prophecies and apply 
them, and also a boldness which they did not have 
before. Their minds and hearts were enlightened 
in the knowledge of Christ. 


“And bring to your remembrance, whatsoever 
I have said unto you.” This verse guarantees the 
JANUARY 
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The Holy Spirit applies the redemption purchased by 








inspiration of the New Testament, as Benard so 
well says in his book, “The Progress of Doctrine.” 
They were to be taught all things, and were to 
be enabled to remember what Jesus had taught 
them. This promise means a great deal when we 
think of the importance and necessity for such 
inspiration if we were to have a correct account 
of all that Jesus began to do and teach, and of 
what He continued to do after He had risen 
from the dead. 

The Holy Spirit, then, is our Great Teacher. 
We should never open the Word without a prayer 
that He will illumine our minds and enable us 
to understand and apply to our hearts the things 
which He has written through these holy men. 
I believe with all my heart that this is the most 
important part of Bible study. 


II. The Holy Spirit Will Convict and Guide: 
John 16:7-15. 

“Tt is expedient for you that I go away”: I 
suppose these words sounded strange indeed to 
the disciples. How could His going away be ad- 
vantageous to them? He tells them. There are 
two things which the Holy Spirit will do better 
than could be done while He was with them. 


1. He will reprove (convict, or convince) the 
world of sin and of righteousness and judgment. 
It is the work of the Holy Spirit to bring convic- 
tion to a sinner. Jesus preached for three years 
and there seemed but a small response to that 
wonderful preaching: Peter preached one sermon 
after the Holy Spirit came and men were pricked 
in their hearts and cried out, What must we do? 
and three thousand were converted. We do not 
find such a scene when Jesus preached His match- 
less sermon on “I am the Bread of Life,” or “I 
am the Light of the World.” The Plan of Re- 
demption had not been completed when He was 
teaching and preaching. Men refused to believe. 
Now the Holy Spirit convinces them of this sin 
of unbelief and thousands repent and are baptized. 
Such is the mighty work of the Spirit in making 
men of the world realize their lost condition. 
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2. “He will guide you into all the truth.” In 
these words we have the promise of Christ that 
His disciples will be guided, and also be shown 
things to come. In the writing of the Epistles 
and the book of Revelation we see this promise 
fulfilled. In the Epistles of Paul we have the 
great doctrines of grace and salvation explained. 
In the book of Revelation John completes the pic- 
ture begun on the Mount of Olives. How won- 
derfully the disciples were guided and shown! 


ITI. 
Power: 


Acts 2:1-4; 3:1 - 4:31. 


The Holy Spirit Fills With Mighty 


In these opening chapters of the Book of Acts 
we have a record of the fulfillment of the prom- 
ises of Christ. In fact, the whole Book of Acts 
might be called, “The Acts of the Holy Spirit,” 
for it is the account of the spread of the Church 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and filled 
with the Spirit. 

In chapter 2 we have the account of the coming 
of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, the 
sermon by Peter, and the result of that sermon; 
the conversion of some three thousand souls. Peter 
and John seem to be the two outstanding leaders, 
and the healing of the lame man at the beautiful 


gate of the temple gives a powerful “sign.” This 
is followed by another sermon in which Peter 


calls upon the multitude to repent and believe in 
Christ. The preaching of the resurrection was 
especially obnoxious to the Sadducees, and Peter 
and John were brought before the rulers and 
commanded not to preach or teach in the name 
of Christ. They boldly answered, “we cannot but 
speak the things that we have seen and heard.” 
This was followed by another prayer-meeting and 
another outpouring of the Spirit. 


There are several lessons in these chapters as 
to the work of the Holy Spirit. The change 
wrought in the disciples is marvelous. From timid 
cowards they are turned into bold witnesses for 
Christ; men who were willing to suffer and die 
for Him. From men who seemed to understand 
little, either of the Old Testament, or of the 
meaning of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, they became expounders of the Scriptures, 
and proclaimers of Salvation through Christ. Then 
the change in the multitude is most remarkable. 
Before Pentecost the multitudes as a whole had 
been unresponsive, or superficial in their response. 


Now, they are “pricked in their hearts,” realize 
their awful sin, and turn to God in genuine 
repentance. 

IV. The Holy Spirit Intercedes for the Saints: 


Romans 8 :26,27. 


We know that Jesus prayed for His disciples 
and taught them to pray, and that He makes con- 
tinual intercession for us at the throne of grace. 
This is part of His work as our Priest. His 
great Intercessory Prayer in John 17, is a sample 


PAGE 12 


of His praying. He is our Advocate at the throne 


of grace. 


We are taught to pray for ourselves, but we 
know not what to pray for as we ought. There 
are times when we can find words to express our 


desires; there are other times when words and 
thoughts fail us. I have heard public prayers 
which were but “vain repetitions,” and I have 


heard prayers where there was an abundance of 
well-chosen words, but very little feeling. Then 
I have heard real praying which seemed to lift our 
souls into the very presence of God. 


We need even more, however. 
one Who knows all our needs and knows 
God. The Holy Spirit makes intercession with 
groanings which cannot be uttered . . . He knows 
the will of God. We know that 
will be heard. 


We need Some- 
also 


His praying 


Vl’. The Holy Spirit Reveals the Deep things of 
God: 
I Corinthians 2:9-16. 


“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
heart of man conceived, what God has prepared 
for those that love Him” 
things” of God; and revealed to us 
through the Spirit. There are wonderful revela- 
tions in the Bible, but they are “foolishness” to 
the natural, the unspiritual man. Talk to such 
men about some of the great doctrines of the Bible, 
or some of the Gifts He has given, or the Joy and 
blessedness of the Christian life, and they do not 
comprehend at all, or enter into these truths, 


:these are the 
these are 


“deep 


It takes the 
heart and 


man whose 
enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit, to understand the glorious truths of 
the Word of God. We need to pray continually, 
Open my eyes, that I may see. 


man,” the 
been 


“spiritual 
mind has 


VI. The Holy Spirit makes us Fruitful: 
Galatians 5:22,23. 
The “Fruit of the Spirit” is glorious fruit: 


Read and study this passage. 





WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 
ABOUT DRINK 


Deut. 29:6. 
with God. 


Judg. 13:4, 7, 14. Samson’s mother, an example 
of all womanhood, was commanded not to drink. 
Was alcohol recognized even then as a protoplasmic 
poison, injuring posterity ? 


Abstinence assures a closer walk 


I Sam. 1:14-15. Hannah, an example of honored 
motherhood, was a total abstainer. 


I Sam. 25:33 36-38. Nabal, a rich but churlish 
man who opposed David, died after a drunken 
spree. 


He had already lost his wife’s respect. 
—Civic Bulletin. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 








YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 23 


I Help Shape 


My 


Hymn: “Awake, 
Nerve” 


Soul, Stretch Every 
Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 12 

Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men Of God 

Offering 


Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Last week we discussed forces that shape our 
communities, and we decided that three of the 
most influential forces are education, religion, and 
home life. In this program we want to discover 
what young people can do to mold community 
character. We sometimes think that community life 
is almost altogether an adult responsibility, but such 
is not the case by any means. The nature of our 
community at present depends a great deal on the 
character of its young people, and the future of 
our community depends almost entirely on the kind 
of citizens its young people make. 


In the first verse of the twelfth chapter of 
Romans we are challenged to yield our lives as 
an offering to the Lord. This is the only acceptable 
response we can make to the mercy and love of 
God which we have come to know in Christ. The 
community shaping forces which we considered last 
week afford avenues of service which are especially 
open to young people. Any young person who takes 
seriously his obligation to serve the Lord with his 
life, as Roman 12:1 calls us all to do, cannot afford 
to overlook his opportunities in the school, the 
church, and the home. 


As we have already noted, our lives and our 
service are to be dedicated to the Lord because of 
His immeasurable goodness to us, but we will find 
that our sincere service to Him will also result 
in shaping our communities. Community life al- 
ways benefits when its individual citizens dedicate 
their lives to the unselfish service of Christ. Our 
speakers will show how young people can serve 
the Lord and shape their communities as they work 

the school, the church, and the home. 
First SPEAKER: 

Without a doubt education is a powerful force, 
but its forcefulness depends very largely on the 
attitude and the industry of those who are being 
educated. The overwhelming majority of educa- 
tional effort is directed toward young people. 
Youth is the age of education. It is possible to 
have the best schools, the best equipment, and 
the best teachers in the world and still have very 
little effective education. Students must be willing 
and anxious to utilize the values of schooling be- 
tore the potential force of education can ever be 
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My C; community 


realized. A community cannot possibly benefit 
from its educational system unless the teaching is 
received by the students and then put into practice. 

Young people may forget that their school work 
is a major part of their service to the Lord. We 
are given intelligence and skills by God just as 
the men in Christ’s parable were given talents. 
Just as they were responsible for increasing their 
talents, we are responsible for improving our minds 
and developing our skills. Our schools afford us 
the opportunity to do this. If we are conscientious 
and faithful in our school work, we shall not only 
be serving the Lord in a way which He approves, 
but we shall be shaping our communities now and 
for years to come. 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

There have been times when the church was 
thought of as an organization primarily for adults. 
Such an idea is not at all consistent with the teach- 
ings of the Bible. There is nothing in the Scrip- 
tures to indicate that adult worship and service 
is more acceptable to the Lord than that of chil- 
dren and young people. On one occasion Christ 
used a child as an example of faith and sincerity. 
Our church recognizes the importance of its chil- 
dren and young people and their service. The 
full program of Sunday School and youth work 
is evidence of this recognition. 

The primary purpose of the church is to enable 
its people to do what Romans 12:1 teaches, to yield 
their lives and their service to God. It is the 
business of the church to lead people to God 
through Christ that they may be saved from their 
sins and that their lives may be transformed. Then 
the church provides opportunities for those trans- 
formed persons to worship God and serve Him. 
These opportunities for salvation and service are 
open to young and old alike. Whenever this pat- 
tern of salvation and service is followed, the church 
is strong and the community is enriched. Until 
we, as young people, receive the salvation of Christ 
and enter into the work of our church, we are rob- 
bing God of the service He deserves, and we are 
robbing our community of a portion of the blessing 
which Christianity affords. 

‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

It was pointed out in the program last week 
that homes are very influential in shaping the 
character of a community. What we need to rec- 
ognize now is that young people are influential 
in shaping home life. Many of us are blessed with 
wise, devout Christian parents who have sought 
to provide for us every spiritual and material ad- 
vantage, but good parents alone do not insure the 
best in home life. We are just as much a part of 


PAGE 13 


our homes as our parents are. Their aims and am- 
bitions for the home and for us can be realized 
only when we appreciate their aims and cooperate 
with their efforts. In a very important sense the 
character of your home depends on you. 


It may come as a surprise to some of us that 
we can render valuable service to the Lord in our 
homes. We sometimes think that Christian service 
is all carried on through formal religious organiza- 
tions, but we must first learn to live for Christ 
in our homes before our service to Him in the 
world is likely to be acceptable. The first place to 
practice the admonition of Romans 12:1 is in our 
homes. As we strive to live for the Lord in our 
own family circle shall find that what we do 
makes a great difference in the character of our 
home, and we shall find that the influence of our 
Christian home makes its mark on the life of our 
community. 


PRODI PLE LL LOL CIA 
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ALEXANDRIAN CHrRisTIANITy. Henry Chadwick. 
Westminster Press. $5.00 

Volume 2 of the library of “Christian Classics” 
introduces us to the thinking of two great Chris- 
tian teachers of the second and early third cen- 
turies. Clement and Origen, both of whom were 
leaders in the celebrated catechetical school at 
Alexandria, Egypt, are presented in this work. 
Alexandria was the second city of the Roman 
Empire. It was a center of much trade and com- 


merce. It had a population of around half 
million. There was a large Jewish population 
there. Christianity apparently took root early 


at this metropolis. The learned Jew Philo, a 
contemporary of Paul, that the Jews in 
Alexandria and all Egypt totaled a million. It 
was in this city that Clement ministered to the 
cultured classes. He was anxious to vindicate 
for Christian teachers the right to study the 
Greek philosophers and poets while on the 
other hand he made it clear that such should 
not leave the door open for unorthodox ag- 
nostic speculations. 


Says 


Between Clement and the gnostics there were 
two chief points at issue; their pessimistic view 
of the world and their denial of the part played 
by free will in the attainment of salvation. The 
gnostics refused to believe that God was the 
Creator of the world. They claimed that the 
present evil world must be the work of an in- 
ferior, perhaps even of an evil power. Two of 
Clement’s works are included in this volume. 
The first is “On Marriage.” The second is “On 
Spiritual Perfection.” The thought of sancti- 
fication is dominant in Clement’s writings. He 
conceived of the Christian life as a ladder of 
ascent. ‘The soul progresses from faith to knowl- 
edge. By suppression of the passions and by 
works of love the soul mounts to union with 
God and the beatific vision. 
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Origen was born in the year 186 A.D. and most 
probably in Alexandria. Selections from three 
of his major contributions are included; name- 
ly, “On Prayer,” “Exhortation to Martyrdom,” 
and “The Dialogue With Heraclides.” 

Origen was essentially a Biblical theologian. 
Nevertheless we must never follow him blindly. 
Some of his interpretations were erroneous. One 
of his notable errors subordinationism 
which sprang from faulty exegesis of Scripture. 
He was also given to excessive allegorism. 


was 


Although Origen must be considered an un- 
reliable interpreter concerning a number of 
theological points, still it must be admitted that 
he was a spiritually minded man and his writ- 


ings are worthy of careful consideration. ‘The 
treatise in this volume “On Prayer” is of great 
value to any student of the .subject. His the- 


ological starting point on prayer is to be found 
in the absolute transcendance of God. He is 
especially helpful in his insistence that great 
benefit results from a proper disposition or 
preparation for prayer. He wrote, “Without 
doubt he whose mind _ set on prayer is in some 
measure profited merely by the settled condi- 
tion involved praying when he has disposed 
himself to approach God and to speak in His 
presence as to one who watches over him and 
is present The greatest benefits result from 
the attitude of and preparation for prayer con- 
sidered simply by themselves or the man who 
has dedicated himself to God.” 


Although Origen was somewhat of a mystic 
it would be a mistake to suppose that he is un- 
practical or merely visionary in his treatment of 
the subjece of prayer. As the editor of this vol- 
ume has put it, “For few writers have more 
definitely connected prayer with life, and the 
vision of God with daily work than he has in 
this treatise.” 

Students of choice theological 
enthusiastically welcome volume 
of Christian Classics. 


literature wil! 
2 of the library 
J. R.R. 


GALLANT Warrior. Helen R. Mann. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $3.00. 

In this volume Mrs. Mann depicts in a fas- 
cinating manner the story of Hannah Duston 


William 


in the form of a novel. The story is one of 
courage. Though it took place in the spring of 
1697 back in old New England, it is exciting 


and stirring reading, and carries with it a heal- 
thy message for our day. 


Gop L 


0 
Press. $1.7 


VES Me. Elizabeth Jones. Warner 

In this ales Miss Jones has prepared some 
devotional thoughts for boys and girls. They are 
based on Scripture and illustrated in a most at- 


tractive manner. ‘The design of this book is to 


instill in children a becoming reverence to God and 
a love and appreciation for His Word. 
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: New church members, new churches, more mis- 
sionaries, more children in Sunday school, greater 
: consecration within the family, greater zeal for 
‘ spreading the Gospel, are aims of the FORWARD 
WITH CHRIST movement. This _ three-year 
: program begins this month throughout our 
: Church. Vitally important to the other FORWARD 


WITH CHRIST goals are these Higher Education 

goals: more students in Presbyterian colleges, 600 

new candidates for the ministry, and 600 new 
candidates for full-time Christian service. 


If our Church is to grow, it must have these 
trained leaders which only our colleges and 
seminaries can provide. 





























: It is imperative that we support these institutions with our prayers and 
our gifts and that we present to young people the unique opportunities 
of our Presbyterian colleges. 





SENIOR COLLEGES 





Agnes-Scott 

Wallace M. Alston, Pres. 
Decatur, Ga. 

Arkansas 

Paul M. McCain, Pres. 
Batesville, Ark. 

Austin 

John D. Moseley, Pres. 
Sherman, Tex. 

Belhaven 

R. McFerran Crowe, Pres. 
Jackson, Miss. 

Centre 

Walter A. Groves, Pres. 
Danville, Ky. 

Davidson 

John R. Cunningham, 
Davidson, N. C. 

Davis and Elkins 

David K. Allen, Pres. 
Elkins, W. Va. 

Flora Macdonald 
Marshall Woodson, Pres. 
Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney 

Edgar G. Gammon, Pres. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
King 

R. T. L. Liston, Pres. 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Mary Baldwin 

Charles W. McKenzie, 
Staunton, Va. 

Montreat 

J. Rupert McGregor, Pres. 
Montreat, N. C. 
Presbyterian 

Marshall W. Brown, Pres. 
Clinton, S. C. 

Queens 

Edwin R. Walker, Pres. 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern 

Peyton N. Rhodes, Pres. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman 

Sam Burney Hay, Pres. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminster 

William W. Hall, Pres. 
Fulton, Mo. 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Lees Junior 
Robert G. Landolt, Pres. 
Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-McRae 
Fletcher Nelson, Pres. 
Banner Elk, N. C. 
Mitchell 
John Montgomery, Pres. 
Statesville, N. C. 
Peace 
Wm. C. Pressly, Pres. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior 
Louis C. LaMotte, Pres. 
Maxton, N. C. 
Schreiner 
Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Tex. 





THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 


Austin David L. Stitt, Pres. Austin, Tex. 
Columbia J. McDowell Richards, Pres. Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville ...Frank H. Caldwell, Pres. Louisville, Ky. 
Union Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr., Pres. Richmond, Va. 
Assembly’s Training School_Charles E. $. Kraemer, Pres. Richmond, Va. 
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PRESBYTERIAN 
EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 


OF THE SOUTH 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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Union Is Not the Answer! 





The agitation for union is disrupting the Church. 


The answer to the problem is not to be found in a larger organization 
(with its increased centralization of power in the hands of a comparatively 


few) nor is it to be found in greater numbers within an organization. 


The answer to the problem which we face is a mighty outpouring of 
God's Holy Spirit upon us all. We need a renewed emphasis on the power 


of the Holy Spirit in personal living, preaching and teaching. 


We need to return to an unimpaired faith in both the integrity and the 


authority of the Word of God, which is the Sword of the Spirit. 


God's formula for success and power is still valid—‘‘Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 


At the present time, under present conditions, and with the present pro- 
posed Plan of Union, disunity, not unity is resulting. We must remember 
that the effective witness of the Church is spiritual, not organizational. It 
is because we have let the question of organic union take precedence over 


more important matters that we find disruption, disunity and unhappiness 


abroad in our Church. 


Let us put first things first. Then we can expect a mighty blessing and 
these other problems will be automatically solved. 


We urge you to vote AGAINST the proposed Plan of Union. 


SEND FOR SAMPLES OF LITERATURE 





THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 








H. B. Dendy, Secy. Weaverville, N. C. 
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